January 12, 2012
CT NOFA’s Plaintiff Statement in the Organic Seed Growers and Trade
Association et al. v. Monsanto.
The Connecticut chapter of the Northeast Organic Farming Association (CT NOFA) was
founded with three significant parts to our mission: strengthening the practices of
ecologically sound farming and gardening, the development of local sustainable
agriculture and giving consumers increased access to safe and healthy food. CT NOFA
is a growing community of farmers, gardeners, land care professionals, businesses and
consumers that encourages a healthy relationship to the natural world.

As an advocate for organic growers in the state of Connecticut, CT NOFA seeks to
protect our farmers if their crops become contaminated with genetically modified foods.
To define unwanted genetic contamination of non-GMO or organic crops as patent
infringement threatens organic growing, local agriculture, and the consumer’s right to
choose between organic and genetically modified foods.

Ecologically sound farming and gardening
Genetically modified organisms have proven
to be threatening to both wild and agricultural
plant populations. Genetically modified genes
have contaminated wild populations of canola
and

now

transgenic

canola

grows

independently around the country. One of the
strains is resistant to Monsanto’s Roundup
herbicide while the other is resistant to Bayer
Crop Science’s Liberty herbicide. i “Round-Up Ready” and other herbicide-ready crops
have played a large role in increased use of herbicides – with an increase of 383 million
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pounds more used in the US in 2008 than were applied in 1996. This use of herbicides
has resulted in the development of super weeds, which can cause crop damage to
conventional and organic crops as well as natural ecosystems. The US is fighting 13
different super weed species in 73 different locations. ii There are also reports of GMresistant pests; rootworms are now able to eat Bt corn even though it was specifically
modified to be poisonous to rootworms. This could very well be the first report of many
on super-pests. iii Contamination of organic and non-GMO crops will contribute to the
evolution of more pesticide-resistant pests and herbicide-resistant weeds which harm a
farmer’s right to choose to grow organically. Organic practices are designed to respond
to natural conditions and the introduction of super-weeds and super-pests are unnatural
challenges that organic farming is not as able to manage.

Development of local, sustainable agriculture
A decentralized food system has been
cited as a way to stimulate the economy,
stabilize

the

food

supply,

decrease

greenhouse gas emissions and improve
the nutritional quality of consumers’ diets.
Farmers,

environmentalists,

policy

makers, food providers and public health
advocates have agreed on the value of
local food production.

Despite the social value of local farming, small farmers are financially constrained and
strive to break even their first few years of farming. The added financial risk associated
with patent infringement for GMO-contamination make small-scale agriculture even less
viable.
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Giving consumers increased access to safe and healthy food
There are grave concerns about the potential health threats for people and animals
eating genetically modified crops including: organ failure in test mice iv, a pathogen
thought to cause livestock infertility and miscarriages linked to the use of Roundup
Ready Corn or the increased usage of
roundup. v

While these concerns are being

researched, consumers have the right to
choose sustainable, organic and non-GMO
foods. The local farmers that provide these
products require legal protection.

Local, small-scale agriculture is strongly supported by Connecticut consumers. The
“Connecticut Grown” label is taken seriously by customers, and the number of farmers’
markets in Connecticut has grown dramatically in the past several years. Our members
are concerned that their food has been grown sustainably and safely, and for most this
means non-GMO production. GMO contamination harms this local food system that
Connecticut is carefully nourishing.
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