Food and Agriculture
Biotechnology Industry Spends
More Than Half a Billion
Dollars to Influence Congress
Campaign Cash and Lobbying Largesse Overwhelm Public Distaste

Since 1999, the 50 largest agricultural and food patentholding companies and two of the largest biotechnology and
agrochemical trade associations have spent more than $572
million in campaign contributions and lobbying expenditures, according to a new analysis by Food & Water Watch.
The companies and trade associations have hired a bevy
of well-connected lobbying shops — including at least 13
former members of Congress and over 300 former congressional and White House staffers — to promote genetically
The food and agriculture biotechnology industry has been

engineered salmon.1
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than $547 million lobbying Congress since 1999 and lobby
expenditures more than doubled between 1999 and 2009.
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ing expenditures rose 102.8 percent from $35.0 million in
1999 to $71.0 million in 2009.

PAC Contributions to Members
with Relevant Jurisdiction

$22 million in campaign contributions since 1999. These
biotechnology interests donated $22.4 million to congressional candidates between 1999 and July 2010, averaging about
$2 million a year.
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engineered animals3 and against suspending production of
cloned livestock in Europe,4 as well as other biotechnology
policy priorities.
campaign contributions, the lobbying expenditures and the
the largest number of utility patents for food and agriculture
moters of genetically engineered crops and foods.5
donate to political candidates or lobby. This analysis focuses
only on the companies that do lobby, and on those that have
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than doubled between the 2000 and 2008 election cycle
These bio2010 campaign cycle, from January 1, 2009 through June 30,
ter merely extended the same level of spending, donations
would exceed $7.5 million. Given the high expenditures in
the current cycle, these biotechnology interests could spend
even more.
see the biotechnology industry.
donations were targeted at members of Congress that sit on
committees with oversight of the biotechnology industry. The
$9,388,217 in contributions to these committees could facilitate access to key lawmakers and decision-making legislative
staff with responsibility for the oversight of food safety, environmental protection and crop cultivation. These committees
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biotechnology outside
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crops.
agencies, most recently regarding the acceptance of genetically engineered animals, animal cloning and the labeling of
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represent food and agriculture biotechnology interests as
lobbyists.
representatives to represent these biotechnology interests
to their former colleagues in the Congress. Many of these
former legislators-turned-lobbyists have formidable legislative
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Former members of Congress have special access to their
former colleagues, shared experiences, and often collegial or
former memeven if they were registered lobbyists.9

300 former congressional and White House staff members
as lobbyists. These biotechnology interests employ former
congressional and White House staffers to lobby Congress
and federal agencies. The revolving door between congressional staff and corporate lobbyists allows staff to cash in on
some of the most connected lobbyists are:

and registered lobbyists have only been prevented from ac10
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The biotechnology industry is a classic example of the
revolving door. For example, in 2005, the biotech trade
Tongour.15
sylvania.11 While there, he was a member of the Energy and
Commerce Committee, which has direct oversight over many

He then formed what
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clout with current members and staffers, Greenwood hired
two other former members of Congress who also sat on the
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Holland and Knight, has collected over $400,000 in the past
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include, “a web of personal contacts stretching back 42 years
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and six Democratic presidential candidates. His brother John
cycle, more than 70 percent of the contributions went to
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trolled Congress during the 2008 election cycle, more than
Republican candidates received more than 60 percent of
.
-

went to Democratic candidates.

made almost $2.5 million in contributions to congressional
candidates between 1999 and 2010. Employee contributions averaged almost $500,000 per cycle between the 2000
percent of the donations.
This was 40 percent of what
they had historically given to all House, Senate and political
party committees combined.
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tions around the world to create an economically and environmentally viable future. Through
research, public and policymaker education, media and lobbying, we advocate policies that
guarantee safe, wholesome food produced in a humane and sustainable manner, and public,
rather than private, control of water resources including oceans, rivers and groundwater.
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