
Monsanto v. US Farmers 
2010 Update 

 
In 2005, the Center for Food Safety released Monsanto vs. U.S. Farmers,1 a groundbreaking 

report which documents the Monsanto Company’s unprecedented use of patents and restrictive 
licensing agreements to investigate and sue farmers for suspected seed-saving.  Monsanto and its 
hired investigators continue to harass, intimidate and prosecute U.S. farmers, primarily in cases 
involving alleged saving and replanting of the company’s Roundup Ready soybeans.  Below, we 
provide an update on the numbers and status of recorded lawsuits filed by Monsanto against U.S. 
farmers.2  We also provide estimates based on Monsanto Company documents that encompass the 
much more common outcome of cases brought by Monsanto against farmers – confidential, out-of-
court statements that go unrecorded in public court records. 
 
Number of Lawsuits Filed Against U.S. Farmers: 

 As of January 13, 2010, Monsanto had filed 136 lawsuits against farmers for alleged 
violations of its Technology Agreement and/or its patents on genetically engineered seeds.3 

 These cases have involved 400 farmers and 53 small farm businesses. 

Status of Lawsuits: 
 70 lawsuits ended in recorded damages awarded to Monsanto. 
 26 lawsuits ended in unrecorded damages awarded to Monsanto (confidential settlements). 
 13 lawsuits were dismissed, with no indication of whether damages were awarded to 

Monsanto. 
 9 lawsuits were ongoing as of January 13, 2010. 

Lawsuits Filed by State: 
 Monsanto has sued farmers and small farm businesses in at least 27 different states. 

Recorded Judgment (as of January 13, 2010): 
 Sums awarded to Monsanto in 70 recorded judgments against farmers totaled 

$23,345,820.99. 

                                                 
1 Monsanto vs. US Farmers, available at: 
http://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/pubs/CFSMOnsantovsFarmerReport1.13.05.pdf  
2 Unless otherwise noted, these statistics were compiled by Center for Food Safety from public court 
records accessed using the PACER database, available at http://pacer.uspci.uscourts.gov.  Figures 
are current as of January 13, 2010. 
3 We excluded three cases against seed companies—Monsanto vs. American Seed Inc., Monsanto vs. Hill 
Seed Company, Monsanto vs. E.I. DuPont De Nemours and Company—that do not involve alleged seed-
saving by farmers. 
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 The largest judgment was $3,052,800.00. 
 The smallest judgment was $5,595.00. 
 The average judgment was $171,660.45. 

Lawsuits on the Rise: 
 Monsanto filed 7 lawsuits in 2005, 9 in 2006, 14 in 2007, 10 in 2008, and 10 in 2009. 

Out-of-Court Settlements: 
 
 These recorded judgments fail to convey a true picture of the scope of Monsanto’s 
aggressive actions against U.S. farmers.  This is because the majority of cases brought by Monsanto 
end in confidential, out-of-court settlements.  Press reports and Monsanto’s own statements suggest 
that the company investigates roughly 500 farmers each year.4  In one case, Monsanto vs. McFarling, 
District Court Judge Catherine D. Perry stated “[t]he vast majority of cases filed by Monsanto 
against farmers have been settled before any extensive litigation took place.”5 
 Center for Food Safety has compiled information formerly available on Monsanto’s website 
to arrive at estimates of the total sums paid to Monsanto by farmers in what the company calls “seed 
piracy matters.”  Appendix I summarizes these estimates for 19 states.  Appendix II reproduces the 
ten “Seed Piracy Updates” upon which our compilation is based. 
 

 As of June 2006, Monsanto had instituted an estimated 2,391 to 4,531 “seed piracy matters” 
against farmers in 19 states. 

 Farmers have paid Monsanto an estimated $85,653,601 to $160,594,230 in settlements of 
these seed piracy matters. 

 The number of seed piracy matters reported by Monsanto is 20 to 40 times the number of 
lawsuits we have found in public court records. 

 The estimated total of settlements paid to Monsanto by farmers ($85.7 to $160.6 million) 
exceeds by four to eight times the total of recorded judgments ($21.6 million).  

 

                                                 
4 Monsanto vs. U.S. Farmers, supra n. 1 at 23-24.  
5 Monsanto Co. vs. McFarling, 2005 WL 1490051, *5 (E.D. Mo. 2005). 
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